Extracts from the East Riding War Agricultural Committee Minutes
10 March 1916

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries attached great importance to the employment of women, and that the suggestion of the Board was that a Women’s Committee should be formed in every county which should work in concert with the County War Agricultural Committee but carrying on its campaign with its own staff and machinery: such a committee had been formed in the East Riding under the auspices of Lady Sykes.
3 August 1917

111 women workers are engaged on farms in the Riding
1 March 1918

The sub-committee report that since March, 1917 510 East Riding women have been interviewed at the Women Land Workers office. Of these, 157 have been accepted for agriculture and 14 for the Forage department; 64 of these women are working on farms in the East Riding and 49 have been sent to work in other counties. There are 1,237 part-time women workers and 121 women working locally whole-time in the Riding. The sub-committee are of opinion that no East Riding women capable of working on the land should be sent out of the riding.
24 May 1918

The Sub-Committee have considered a letter received from the Escrick District Sub-Committee, with reference to the urgent need for the provision of Gang Labour for seasonal work in agriculture. Enquiries have been made by the District Sub-Committee as to the supply of suitable women casual labour, but they find that the regulations laid down by the Women’s Authorities for the housing and employment, render the scheme impracticable. The Sub-Committee are of opinion that the necessary establishment and equipment of hostels should be undertaken by the Government, and they recommend that a representation to this effect be made to the Food Production Department. The Sub-Committee are of opinion that if hostels are established by the Women’s Agricultural Committee in the neighbourhood of Wyton and Winestead, work can be found with farmers in the district for a large number of women at each place.
7 June 1918

The Sub-Committee have received a letter from the Food Production Department stating that the Department will be glad to sanction the establishment of Hostels for Women Land Workers in any neighbourhood where work would be guaranteed for the women, and that Lady Mabel Smith, the Inspector for Yorkshire, has been asked to communicate with the Committee.
1 August 1918

Miss Cooper reported that arrangements had been made for a gang of twenty women workers to be stationed at Beningholme.
The Sub-Committee are of opinion that work could be found for about 200 women workers at harvest, and that Driffield, Rillington, Keyingham, Huggate and Beverley, would be suitable centres for them. 
15 August 1918
Miss Cooper reported that centres for women workers had been opened at Sutton-on-Derwent and Benningholme, and that arrangements were being made for a centre to be opened at Driffield. There are 335 women working on farms, and 13 on market gardens, and 1526 part time women workers in the East Riding.
26 September 1918
439 Women Land Workers have been employed on harvest work in the East Riding, and there are 339 out on farms at present. The sub-committee have been informed by the assistant director of national service in Hull that a number of women workers, at present engaged in flax pulling, will shortly be available for the potato harvest. This woman labour has been organised by the Hull Employment Exchange.
24 October 1918
The Advisory Committee have continued to pay the railway fares from Driffield to outlying farms for Women Land Workers where accommodation for them could be provided on the farms. The Advisory Committee wish to be informed whether these payments may be continued through the winter, as a discontinuance would probably necessitate closing the Hostel at Driffield. The fund from which these travelling expenses have been paid is an amount allocated to the Committee by the Food Production Department for harvest transport. 

22 November 1918
Miss Cooper reported that 333 women land workers are at present employed in the East Riding. It was also reported that a number of the hostels had been closed. 
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