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History at the Harris Museum – Preston: Past and Present
QCA Unit 18 What was it like to have lived here in the past?

Years 3/4 

	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To know the main features of our area today.

Learning Journey page:

What is Preston like today? Parts 2 and 2
	What is our area like today? What is old and what is new?

	2a
	Locate suburb in which school is situated on old and new maps. Use maps of the school’s vicinity to locate the school. 

Use past and present photographs of city centre buildings. Children to find sites of old buildings on a modern map of Preston city centre.

Children to discuss what is meant by ‘old’ and ‘new’. Children to sort pictures of buildings into old/new using Worksheet 1.
	Links to historical maps from the bottom of the Learning Journey pages. You could also try your local record office.  

Photographs on Learning Journey pages (‘What is Preston like today?’) You may have others available.

Modern map of Preston linked from Learning Journey. Alternatively, ‘Preston City Centre’ by Andrew Taylor names individual buildings, and is available from the Harris Museum shop and Tourist Information Centre.

Worksheet 1

	Learning Objectives
	Key Ideas
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To use maps to show how changes have happened in our city 

Learning Journey page:

What can maps tell us?
	Maps of places can show changes over a period of time


	    4a

    2a
	Use 3 historical maps from different dates and a present day map to identify the changes in our city and its suburbs.

List features as they appear on the different maps.

Build up a picture of what the area was like from maps and photographs.

You could also ask the children to put the maps in date order, based on what features they have seen.

Repeat this activity for an area of Preston outside the city centre.


	Links to historical and modern maps of Preston from the bottom of the Learning Journey pages. 
A modern map of your school’s suburb.

Worksheet 2




	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To ask questions about old photographs and paintings of buildings to find out about Preston in the past.

Learning Journey page:

What can paintings tell us?
	What can local buildings tell us about the past? What can we learn from paintings?
	4a

4b
	Children to visit the city centre for a trail about buildings. Compare the present city centre environment to old photographs of the city centre. Take some new photographs to use back at school.

Discuss who you think would have lived here in the past. What do you think this building was used for in the past? 

	There is a suggested route around Preston linked from the Learning Journey pages. Or call the Preston Tourist Information Centre on 01772 253731 for details of trails, or Blue Badge guided tours. 

Old photographs of Preston city centre. You could print the documents provided.
Camera

	
	
	
	Look at ‘The 1862 By-election’ by Sherwood and compare it to the same scene today. Write a short description of Preston city centre in the past and nowadays.
	The 1862 By-election 

by Sherwood 

Worksheets 3 & 4 




	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To find out about the past from a museum visit, using paintings and displays.
	How can museum objects and artwork tell us what it was like to live here in the past?
	3

4a

4b
	Museum visit

Visit the Harris Museum and 

Art Gallery. 
Use Worksheet 5 to plan your visit.  Use the list of questions on worksheet 6 to ensure that key questions are asked.

Complete Worksheets 7 & 8. 

Back at school

Obtain and view additional sources of information (listed on worksheet 9) and complete Worksheet 9.


	Museum collections 

Worksheets 5, 6, 7 & 8 

Adult helpers

Worksheet 9

Old film footage of Preston is available from North West Film Archive, and recordings of interviews from the North West Sound Archive (linked from Learning Journey)


	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To find out about the differences between rich and poor people living here in the past.

Learning Journey page:

What can pictures tell us?
	What can pictures and photographs tell us about the leisure time of rich and poor people living here in the past? 
	4a

2b
	Children to work in groups.

Look at photographs/paintings of wealthy and working people and decide as a group who the people may be and give reasons for these decisions. The groups can write their own questions depending on what they want to learn from their painting or photograph. Complete Worksheet 10.
“Hot seat“

Using old photographs and paintings, ask the class to imagine that they are one of the people in the pictures.

Interview some of the children.

How do they feel about being in this picture? What are they doing in this picture?

Teacher could scribe findings from all of above.
	Old photographs and images of paintings from the museum showing people’s lifestyles. Find them on the Learning Journey pages. 
Worksheet 10

Worksheet 11




	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To know about life in Preston in the past.

To be able to gain evidence from different historical sources.

Learning Journey page:

The families of Preston, Parts 1 and 2
	What was it like to live in a family in Preston in the past?

Can the children learn from different historical sources?
	2

5

	Working in groups, using the pictures of the Calland, the Miller and the Pedder families, try to find the location of their homes or places of work on a map.

Children within groups to choose a family member from the photograph, then, using their knowledge and research information, write a short presentation about that person listing where they live, what they do as work/play, and what their life is like.  Each family then presents themselves to the rest of the class. Encourage listeners to ask questions of each family member about their life in the past.
Arrange a loan box from Lancashire Museums Service.

In groups the children are given a selection of household objects and they have to write about each object, answering such questions as:
Who it might have belonged to?

What it is used for?

Where was it used?  

Children could act out a scene using the object.  Other children to ask questions about the presentation.
	Photographs relating to the Pedder, Calland and Miller families on the Learning Journey pages. (Link to ‘Families of Preston’ map showing locations, with clues, if needed)
Background information about Pedder, Miller and Calland families on the Learning Journey pages (you may like to print the information out).
You could use worksheet 11 again if needed.
An appropriate loan box with household objects. See link to Lancashire Museums Service. 


	Learning Objectives
	Key Issues
	P.O.S.
	Activities
	Resources

	To know what it was like to live and work in Preston in the past.

Learning Journey page:

What was it like to work and play here in the past?
	What was it like to work and play here in the past?
	5a

5c
	Investigate shops and jobs from the past.  Complete Worksheet 12.
Using photographs of working life in Preston, ask children to imagine what jobs they may have done if they had lived in the past, as well as what they would have done in their spare time.  Write a diary entry for a day in the life of their past self.  Children can include details that they have learnt about throughout the unit.


	Photographs relating to work and spare time from the Learning Journey pages – you may wish to refer back to other pictures  e.g. of leisure, the docks, etc. 
Worksheet 12.



Resource provided by www.mylearning.org 
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