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What is Carnival?
)

Carnival is a celebration that happens once a year, and involves processions, music, dancing and masquerade. A carnival is usually held outside, and involves a huge number of people who come out to celebrate with each other. 


Leeds West Indian Carnival is Europe's longest running authentic Caribbean carnival parade.


Leeds West Indian Carnival was started in 1967 by Arthur France MBE.  He arrived in England from St Kitts-Nevis in 1957, and decided that Leeds should have its own Caribbean carnival parade. Arthur is still the leader of the carnival committee to this day!  


When?
The carnival takes place on the last weekend of August every year.


Where?
The carnival takes place in Chapeltown, in north-east Leeds, and thousands of people from all different cultures and backgrounds come to watch the parade, and to join in with the other activities of the carnival.


There are many events at the Leeds West Indian Carnival, including: 
- J’ouvert morning, when everyone warms up for the big parade, and is the official start of the carnival 
- The Leeds West Indian Carnival Parade, where thousands of people watch the performers in their amazing costumes 
- The Leeds Carnival Prince and Princess and King and Queen Shows, where the Kings, Queens, Princes and Princesses of the Carnival are crowned! 


What?
The carnival is a celebration of Caribbean culture, and reminds people about their West Indian roots. It is a chance for Caribbean and black British citizens to remember the struggles of their families throughout history and to celebrate achievements in black culture.


The Leeds West Indian Carnival finds its roots in the  the abolition of the West Indian slave trade in 1833. The  carnival shows the way in which the people of Carribbean heritage can share their history with other people, and celebrate the beauty and joy of their culture, without forgetting the past.











