Treatment of workers – then and now
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HUMBLY DEDICATED TO

MR. JOHN MARSHAILL,

FLAX SPINNER, HOLBECK.

This is the House that Jack Built.
This is the Flax, all heckled and torn, that lays in the House that Jack Built.

These are the Children all forlorn, who toil and slave from night till morn, in
spinning the Flax, all heckled and torn, that lays in the House that

Jack Built.

This is the Man all shaven and shorn, for whom the poor children all forlorn,
toil and slave from night till morn, in spinning the Flax, all heckled and
torn, that lays in the House that Jack built.

This is John Bull, a Freeman born, whom the Man with his head all shaven
and shorn, thinks to lead by the nose, by talking of Corn, while the
poor Children, all forlorn, get so little for toiling from night till morn,
n spinning his Flax, all heckled and torn, that lays in the House that

Jack built.

This is the Lord so very high-born, who treated his LONG WOOL friends
with scorn, yet has joined with the Man all shaven and shorn, to lead
John Bull by the nose, by falking of Corn, but if they don’t mind they’il
be tossed and torn, or be sent with the Children all forlorn, to twist
from the Flax, all heckled and torn, a Rope for to hang themselves some
morn, in front of

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT.

Robinson and Hernaman, Printers, Intelligencer-Office, Leeds.





This is a flyer from the 19th century criticising factory owners for their poor treatment of the workers. It relates to the Yorkshire contest at the general election of 1826. It attacks John Marshall, of the firm of Marshall, Hives and Co., linen manufacturers of Holbeck, near Leeds. Marshall was one of the Whig candidates in the election, and the poster criticises him for attacking the Corn Laws while ignoring the suffering of the children working in his factory. The Lord referred to was Viscount Milton of Wentworth-Woodhouse, the other Whig candidate.

ACTIVITY

1. Study the flyer above. Children get a special mention. How are they described? Why do you think the person who designed the flyer used this kind of language and style of writing to describe the children?

2. Use the internet to research child labour today. Try starting with one of these websites:

www.antislavery.org
http://uk.oneworld.net/guides/childlabour
www.childlaborphotoproject.org/childlabor.html
www.hrw.org/children/labor.htm
3. How are the old flyer and the new websites similar? Are they aiming for the same thing?
4. Use some of the information you have found to design your own flyer to make people aware of child labour today.

Resource provided by www.mylearning.org.uk © Huddersfield Local Studies Library

