Coal Mining and the Victorians

NATIONAL COAL MINING MUSEUM

for England

Using Evidence: Example of Statistical Information

This table (see over for a larger print), with a further three families, appears on
pages 218 and 219 of the Report of Children’s Employment: Mines 1842 Volume 7.
The information was collected by sub-commissioner ].C Symons.

APPENDIX H.
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Questions

1. Compare the three families by looking closely at:
a.The number of children and their ages

b.Wages

c.The house, rooms, furniture, rent paid
d.How much food was bought and prices

families own?
3.
4.
5.
Extensions questions
6.

the families’ well-being?
1.

How do you think these families were chosen?
Why was the information recorded?
Is the information accurate (look at the room sizes)?

Why do you think the sub-commissioner would be interested in what books the

Can you decide what factors the sub-commissioner thought were important to

What information is missing? What other questions could have been asked?
Look at the remarks and longer comments. Who wrote these? Would those who

wrote the remarks have been living in similar circumstances to these families?
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