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— \Q\ This unit introduces children to the practice
- of spying during and after the British Civil

Wars. It demonstrates the role played by
women as secret agents. It also helps build a
picture of the seventeenth-century world.

Overview of Resources

Introduction
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Teachers’ Notes
Civil-War Spies’

Shorter activities
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Write Like a Spy Civil War Spies Spy ldentity Generator
Boardgame
Write messages in code Choose your spy and Send yourself back in time.
and learn how to keep their equipment. Can Become a Royalist spy and
them safe with paper you reach your create your own spy file.

k locks. / K destination safely?/ K

Longer 1- 2 lesson activities
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Royal Rescue Parliamentarian Postmaster

Open letters in your post
bag. Can you spot the ones
sent by Royalist spies?

Recruit a spy ring and
try to break the King out
of prison.
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National Curriculum Learning Objectives

o learn to construct informed responses that
involve thoughtful selection and organisation
of relevant historical information.

e understand how our knowledge of the past is
constructed from a range of sources




3.2 Write like a spy

These slides guide children to write a message in code. Two
different methods for letter locking are demonstrated. Children

can swap, open and decode messages.

Message 1 |
Meet at the tree. d

In your book write a message
to send to another spy. | Are you well?

Your message must have only g
3ot hwerds Run away quickly!
You can copy one of these King arriving Friday
messages if you like, or make
up your own.

|

3.5d
Secret ciphers

This resource is used for all th
activities in this unit
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Choose a title, then one name from the shaded columns

Seventeenth-Century Spy Identity
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Children choose a seventeenth-century name and draw over
the lines on the illustration to create a picture of themselves in
civil-war era clothes. A photograph of their face could be stuck

on to complete the image!
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Children select a spy game piece and some equipment cards. The game plays
differently depending on their choices. Extra equipment can be won by answering
quiz questions correctly. These can be customised. Children learn that it was easier
for women to navigate the seventeenth-century wartime world safely. Therefore
women made very effective spies.

3.3b Equipment cards 3.3C Quiz Cards 3.3d Game Pieces
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. Spies3.3d
Spy equipment cards =

Spies 3.3b

Spy Game Pieces

Secret Cipher

Who won the British
Civil Wars?

What was the nickname
the King during the given 1o the followers
British Civil Wars? of the King during the

i 1 i i
i i i i
i i i i
i i i i
i i | British Civilwars? |
i i i i
i i i _ i
i Charles | i i Cavaliers i
I i . il )oa

What is the name for
soldiers who fight on
horseback?

i
i
i
i
i
i
Queen Henrietta Maria Cavalry :
- - i
What was the name of | In 1660 what was the : B>
i
i
i
1
i
i
@ ’

‘What was the name of

What was the name of
the King's wife?

What was the nickname E
given to parliament H
during the British Civil H
Wars? i
1

1

1

Roundheads

‘What was the name of

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
f
Candle and silver :
;
;
;
I
i
i

i
nitrate the first battle of the ! King Charles I's father? ! name of the King who

British Civil Wars? ! was restored 1o the

! throne?

i

i
The Battle of Edgehill | James | Charles I

i

‘Who ruled England as Name one famous Where did the King set

Lord Protector after the | Roundhead who fought | up his court during the
British Civil Wars? during the British Civil British Civil Wars?

Oliver Cromwell/ Sir

Thomas Fairfax Oxford

i
1
i
i
1 Wars
1
i
i
i




3.5

Royal Rescue

Who would make the best spy? P —

Read the spy files, fill in the spy selection sheet and make your choice Use your plan of the King's Coilod o

prison and the information
below to plan his escape!

Some of his Thare are bars.

“Grooms of the on the windows.

Bedchamber'are of the king's

toyal to the king. chambers o — —
There are guards i i

re g He is allowed to A bowling green A woman brings

St foad seeafew has been built to him clean clothes
Gt friends entertain him every day

Looking for ideas? Read the spy storiesonthe  Gawh ATION

This PowerPoint slide pack introduces spy operations during the civil war,
including the use of secret codes. Children plan the King's escape from
prison and learn why women made effective spies. This activity is
adaptable to include either one or two escape plans as required. The PDFs
below support this activity.

3.9aandb
Spy Selection Sheet

Spies 31

St
g m-mm ) Anthony Hinten ¥ i
Occupation: wite and mother Occuption L Occupation: Apothecary Spy selection
‘Status: Righ M-ddiing Poor m;nm“p- - — —
Married 4 Famity: Wite and 6 children = ————
10 Brome Whorewood. The Further information Travels. - — TN
fomly awns large houses betmeen clies with barrels Further information Makes < Sy flas Putatickors rasting par \
near Birmingham and. of soap Regularly collects medicines from herbs \ [y " " -
Oxtore 2 surviving children dirty washing and delivers and delivers them o his Ay Contravel | Woatbe “;""" Ganhige Hates /
agedYand 3 cloan clothes. Manages & patients, Knows lots of f secretly  |suspected  (richorpesr | meney
teamofLaundrassos who pooplenthe area peosle | or secret
Further information: collect and wash the clothes messages.
Has grown up near the. of the rich Canread a ittle ] Jome Whoreweed
royalcourt Knows lots of but cannot write. A 11
‘powertul people and rich )
merchants, Conresdind ' Exzabeth whesier
wrte |
i W 65 ! Margaret S
§ Humphrey Atking . John Atking
f Ramshackle Huntinghorn
Occupation Captain Status. | vadlng|
fghtingfor Partiament Formiy Wite Arabell (Rasmihacite Huatinghan
Status Hicn Middling Poar Wuntinghorn. 8 children Status. n»:nuunm | 1 ! ! ! 4
Family: Wite and & children Family: Home de » Natnaniel Droage
- whenhis lawnwas
Further information: Has Extromat 1rw-m»v|°-m besieged Witeandson
beenpromated because of i g led ik hese people would | Because
recentvictories. Was slow England, make the best spies.
10 52y Which side he wis o8 Further information:
oartyinthe war, by yoars oid mm-mm
Partiament Travets around the ares | |
the m. m-y 3 hunting and .mm'mmm
s Likes o tell everyone et ,_.__""‘
e Snabor s dopaed
& lottedrink Often gets into Pou.
P 1 fghts. Travels aften.

Children choose their spies using the spy files. This resource is provided in
both colour and black and white versions.

3.5¢c

Carisbrooke Castle plan
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Children use this map of
Carisbrooke Castle to help them
plan the King's escape.

These ciphers can be used to code
and decode messages. The
substitution cipher is used in this
activity.



3.6 Parliamentarian Postmaster

Click on the letter you want to open. Find out if it was written by a spy!
| am John Thurloe, Spymaster for

His Highness, Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell. 2 Arthony fatoe,
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2, oy
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13 letters is exactly half the alphabet. If the spy puts the other 13 letters under
the heterogram they can make a cipher, or secret code, like this...

t roubl emaki

adll :
= pdfhij
w

If the spy wants to write p they write t. What will they write instead of g?

~ -
i < H
This immersive and interactive PowerPoint slide pack demonstrates some of
the ways that spies communicated during the Interregnum. Children are
recruited as postmasters by Cromwell's spy-master, John Thurloe. Working in
groups, they open letters in a post bag, decide whether or not the messages are
suspicious and report their findings. Finally, the secrets of the post bag are
revealed. This activity can be adapted to suit teacher preference and the needs
of particular groups. Each group can be given a different letter to work on or
groups can work on a range of letters. Downloadable PDF letters are provided

and can these be wrapped. ‘Sealing’ the letters with red plasticine makes them
look real!
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