Saltaire - Victorian Model Town, then and now

Key Quotes from Historical Sources

Titus Salt’s vision for his new village of Saltaire

Salt’s Mill was opened on 20th September 1853 to coincide with Titus Salt’s 50th birthday.  To mark the occasion a fabulous banquet was provided for 3,500 people including most of Salt’s workforce.  The following is a report of the speech given by Titus Salt on that occasion:

“Ten or twelve years ago, he had looked forward to this day, on which he completed his fiftieth year, when he thought to retire from business and to enjoy himself in agricultural pursuits; but as the time drew near, and looking to his large family, five of them being sons, he reversed his decision, and determined to proceed a little longer and to remain at the head of the firm. Having thus determined, he at once made up his mind to leave Bradford; he did not like to be a party to increasing that already overcrowded borough, but he looked around him for a site suitable for a large manufacturing establishment, and he pitched upon that whereon they were then assembled. He would do all in his power to avoid evils so great as those resulting from polluted air and water, and he hoped to draw around him a population that would enjoy the beauties of the neighbourhood, and who would be a well fed, contented, and happy body of operatives. He had given instructions to his architects that nothing should be spared to render the dwellings of the operatives a pattern to the country. If his life should be spared by Providence, he hoped to see satisfaction, happiness, and comfort around him.”

From Sir Titus Salt, Baronet: His Life and its Lessons by Rev R. Balgarnie 1877, p.81
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Bradford in the 1840s

“The chief sewerage, if sewerage it can be called, of the inferior streets and of the courts, is in open channels, and from the rough and unequal surface of the streets, the flow is tardy, and the whole soil is saturated with sewage water. The main sewers are discharged either into the brook or into the terminus or basin of a canal which runs into the lower part of the town. The water of this basin is often so charged with decaying matter, that in hot weather bubbles of sulphureted hydrogen are continually rising to the surface; and so much is the atmosphere loaded with that gas, that watch-cases and other materials of silver become black in the pockets of the workmen employed near the canal. The stench is sometimes very strong, and fevers prevail much all around. Taking the general condition of Bradford, I am obliged to pronounce it to be the most filthy town I visited.”

From James Smith, Report on the condition of the town of Bradford. Health of Towns Commission – 2nd report. 1845, p.315

Available online at http://books.google.co.uk 

Saltaire’s beautiful surroundings
“The locality selected was one of the most beautiful and picturesque to be found in the neighbourhood of Bradford, from which it is distant about three miles. It is charmingly situated on the banks of the Aire, and in the middle of the valley through which that river flows. Surveying the region from the higher ground at Shipley, the eye takes in an extensive landscape of hill and dale, of wood and water, such as is seldom seen in proximity to a manufacturing town.”
From Sir Titus Salt, Baronet: His Life and its Lessons by Rev R. Balgarnie 1877, p.74
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Saltaire: a healthy place to live
The village of Saltaire soon became famous, not just in Great Britain, but also overseas.  Titus Salt was invited to enter his village for a competition at the 1867 Paris Exhibition for companies that promoted the welfare of their employees.  The prize was 100,000 Francs.  Although Saltaire was a favourite to win the prize Titus Salt declined to enter as he did not wish to win the money, but he supplied information for the exhibition in the hope that it would inspire other factory owners to follow his example.  This is an extract of the report written for the exhibition by Salt’s company doctor Samuel Rhind: 
“High-class work and good wages have brought together a large number of first-class workpeople and mechanics, whilst the comfortable homes and houses provided for them have awakened, in the minds of the people, that home feeling which has led them to tastefully and neatly decorate their dwellings—a very sure sign of social happiness… In almost every house at Saltaire some form of musical instrument is found; and, indeed, the choral and glee societies, together with the bands, have become household names.  A large number of the skilled workmen devote their leisure hours to scientific amusements such as Natural History… The diseases peculiar to poverty are almost unknown in Saltaire, namely, typhus fever, rheumatic fever, and cutaneous affections.  An accident infirmary and dispensary is erected, so that patients will be spared that great source of danger to life, hemorrhage, during the transit to a distant hospital. Hitherto there has not been a single death from this cause.”
From Sir Titus Salt, Baronet: His Life and its Lessons by Rev R. Balgarnie 1877, pp.136-7
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