Interview with Thomas Thorpe, born 1906, who was a child in Hull during the First World War, describing anti-German feeling in Hull

Audio interview by the Imperial War Museum available at http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009706 
Extract taken from Reel One, 14 mins 55 seconds to 19 minutes.
Interviewer: What was the feeling in Hull towards the Germans during the First World War? 

Thomas: Oh it really was terrible. There was looting going on at all the German shops and I suppose it wasn’t really their fault, it was just the people being killed and the hatred simply grew. And they had to be taken away for their own protection. 
Interviewer: Did you see any of the looting of the shops? 

Thomas: I didn’t actually see it happening but I saw the effect of it afterwards, smashed windows, because there was close by, only about 3 or 400 yards there was a pork butcher’s shop just in Witham which was close to [? Street]

Interviewer: What was the name of the shop? 

Thomas: It was Fletcher’s. Like Fletcher’s. Fleitchers, they pronounced it. There was about a dozen of these shops about the town and they was all raided. 

Interviewer: Had people thought that these shops gave good service before the war or bad service? 

Thomas: Oh no, it was good. Very good, very popular. And the Germans and the people serving in the shop were quite good, it was just I think the hatred grew as the war went on and the slaughter of our troops, of course their own people were being killed but you more or less think of your own more so. 
Interviewer: Would Germans serve in Fletcher’s shops or would there be British people in the shops? 

Thomas: Well there was British people but there was always the husband and wife or family serving as well. Oh yes there was English yes, girls serving
Interviewer: Were there any other German businesses in Hull that you remember? 

Thomas: No I don’t think so, there was mostly that sort of thing. I don’t remember any other businesses, not commercially. 

Interviewer: Were any of the Germans assaulted in Hull? 

Thomas: well they were at first then of course the police came to the rescue and they had to be taken away for their own safety. 

Interviewer: Do you know what injuries they might have suffered? 

Thomas: Well I don’t think there was any killing or anything like that, simply done by the fist you know, bruised and black eye, that kind of thing. I don’t think anybody, not to my knowledge, was actually badly maimed, I think the police got, there were more policed about then, got to them quicker to get them away. 
Interviewer: Do you think that anybody tried to intervene, apart from the police, to stop the looting? 

Thomas: No I don’t think so.  People that were not actually looting they just stayed clear, mind their own business sort of thing. 

Interviewer: What type of people would have done the looting? 

Thomas: Well for what I’ve been told mostly younger people. Teenagers and sort of thing. People who could sort of rush in and rush away again. I don’t think there was any elderly people. 
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