Hull Museum Education



William Wilberforce Support Materials

LESSON PLAN:

What are your rights as children?

Context: Post-visit activity

Suggested Visit Link: Transatlantic Slave Trade

Timing: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives:

· To understand that we all have rights which are defined by law.

· To understand that they have specific rights as children.

· To explore these rights and be able to discuss ways in which human rights laws are broken.

Resources:

‘What Rights Do you have?’ PowerPoint

PDF discussion cards ‘Children’s rights’

Dictionaries

Large paper for brainstorming and note taking.

INTRODUCTION

Discuss the learning objectives as set out in the PowerPoint, then show the following rights.

· freedom from hunger and thirst

· freedom from discomfort

· freedom from pain, injury or disease

· freedom to express normal behaviour

· freedom from fear and distress

Ask your pupils to consider whose rights they might be?

These are in fact the ‘Five Freedoms’ of farm animals provided as guidelines by the Farm Animal Welfare Council. 

Discuss briefly the idea of rights and why they exist.

MAIN ACTIVITY

a) What rights do you think you should have?

Introduce your pupils to the idea that there are many different types of legislation to protect human rights. The most widely adopted human rights treaty in history is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989. (Somalia and the United States are the only countries in the world not to have approved the convention.)

Ask your pupils to work in groups and brainstorm the rights that they think they should have.

Feedback to the whole group.

Extension:

Can these rights be distilled into an order or grouped in any way to underline broader rights and/freedoms? e.g.

physical rights: freedom from torture

intellectual rights: freedom to education

b) What are your rights?

Hand out one discussion sheet of children’s rights, discuss one as an example to clarify the idea of ‘member states’.

Ask your pupils to:

a) agree in groups the main meaning of each right. (access to dictionaries might be useful to encourage language development)

b) think of an example where these rights might not be followed.

c) Feedback

Ask each pupil to feedback to the whole class the main meaning of one of the rights they discussed either verbally or writing it up on whiteboard.

Plenary

Use the PowerPoint to go through the what are just some of their rights.

Discuss with your pupils:

· did they miss out any rights?

· are any quite unexpected?

· Why they think that there are still examples of abuses of these rights.

EXTENSION/DEVELOPMENT

Further work could explore the linked idea of responsibility.

What are member states responsible for?

E.g. Member states shall ensure…….

What are you responsible for?

e.g. you have a right to education. You are responsible for your own learning.
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