S. S. Zara
Riga

Sept 29th 1914

Dear Mother

A few lines hoping they find you all well as it leaves me the same at present. I should have wrote before but we have been expecting the crew going home any time. It is over a month now since they first started talking about it, but now I think it is definitely decided to send them home next week by the Calypso from [name]. I am sorry to say that I have to stay here. In all the other ships the mate is staying, but here the old man says that I have to stay. They are sending the winter clothes out for most of them that are staying. I don’t suppose Wilsons asked you if you wanted to send anything out, I could have done with some warm shirts & socks, all mine are rather thin and worn. It means being out here all the winter now. You didn’t say in the last letter which ships father had gone away in. I hope Laurie was successful in his exam. 

You can draw a £1 a week from Wilsons on my account if you want it, but let me know what you have had, so I can see whether it agrees with the Old Mans list. I think you had better see Capt Sturdy or Mr Bradshaw and tell them that I have to stay, and ask if there is the possibility of sending some clothes out with one of the ships. If so, you could send me two or three shirts & some socks. 

You can send papers through post alright, you might send me all the papers. Mon & Tues daily mail on Tuesday night. Wed & Thurs on Thursday night. Fridays Mail and Sports mail on Saturday night and a letter once a week. 

It is going to be jolly miserable here later on, the weather is breaking now. We don’t get to know much news here, how the war is going on, and what we do hear, you can’t believe half. Well I don’t think there’s anything more just now so I’ll close with best love to all. 

From your loving son

Jack. 

P.S. Don’t forget the letters & papers. 

Notes

Jack Altoft later transferred to the SS Dido. He was killed aged 25 when the ship was sunk by a German mine in the mouth of the Humber on 26 February 1916.  He is named on the Hull and District Merchant Navy roll of honour. 

The Zara was torpedoed in April 1917. 11 members of the crew and 11 passengers were killed. The remaining 17 crew members and 17 passengers set sail in lifeboats for the Norwegian coast. They managed to reach Norway, but 5 crew members died of exposure on the way there. 
The Calypso was requisitioned by the admiralty in November 1914, renamed ‘HMS Calyx’ and served with the 10th Cruiser Squadron until being returned to the Wilson Line in June 1915. In July 1916 it was torpedoed by a German submarine while on a cargo voyage to Norway. There were no survivors. 
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