MINES AND TRAWLERS
THE LOSS OF THE IMPERIALIST

DETAILED ACCOUNT

Describing the loss of the Imperialist, the “Daily Chronicle’s” South Shields correspondent says :– 

The vessel was steaming south at midnight on Sunday in order to catch the morning fish market at Hull, when an explosion took place in the fore-part of the ship. She sank almost at once. The crew had just time to rush to the boats and remove the grips, but nothing more. As the vessel was going down rapidly the men with a united effort hurled their boat clear of the ship’s side, and then plunged into the sea themselves. Fortunately, one of the crew was in the boat when it was pushed off, and this helped the work of life-saving. He was able to clutch first one and then another of his ship-mates, and help them into the boat. They in turn were able to rescue others, and thus 10 men were saved.  The mate was the last man to be rescued. He had been swimming for some time before he was picked up, the ship’s boat having been moving about among the wreckage looking for the missing men. He was very much exhausted when pulled out of the water. The search was continued for some time, but no sign was seen of the skipper or Jackson. Gibbs, the mate, said the vessel disappeared within three minutes of the explosion. The survivors in the boat decided to leave the scene of the wreckage and pull for the nearest land. After several hours’ rowing in the darkness the boat was sighted by the North Shields trawler Rhodesia, which rescued the shipwrecked men and brought them to the Tyne in the afternoon. The men had been ten hours in their wet clothes and without food. 
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