Extracts from the diary of G. Thorpe, who lived in Hull during the First World War
Transcribed from the original diary held at Hull History Centre. 

July 1915 

First introduction beginning last Saturday of women tram conductors in Hull, about 12 started on Spring Bank route...A section of the men much resent this new departure and a resolution has been passed, stating that if the women are not withdrawn, the men will cease working on Monday 12th.
A few weeks later…

As I thought the tramway men have thought better of their resolve to strike as a protest against the introduction of women labour and the service goes on heretofore. 

April 1916
Women employed in public and private offices Bank shops, trades, Railways and Post offices, amazing, for the first time in my life a week or two back, I was shaved by a lady barber...I must confess she is a very skilful operator. 

