Extracts from the East Riding War Agricultural Committee Minutes

German prisoners of war used in agricultural work

1917

25 January 1917

The Clerk submitted a circular received from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries with reference to the employment of prisoners of war... this Committee will be prepared to arrange for the employment of two batches of 75 prisoners of war, and will submit for the approval of the Board a scheme for their employment.
16 February 1917

The Committee having considered the rates of wages to be paid to prisoners of war engaged on work in connection with agriculture it was resolved that the rates of wages to be paid to prisoners of war be as follows: 
- For men having a previous knowledge of agriculture – 3/6 per day
- For men with no previous knowledge of agriculture – 2/6 per day.
2 March 1917

The Clerk reported that he had received a communication from the Headquarters of the Northern Command stating that the War Department were unable to incur expenditure in providing huts for the accommodation of prisoners of war who were to be employed in agriculture, and enquiring whether the Committee could not find a suitable house for the accommodation of the prisoners. The Clerk also reported that it appeared to be impossible to find accommodation for prisoners in the East Riding which would meet the requirements of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Military Authorities...That the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries be informed that the Committee cannot arrange for the accommodation of prisoners of war in the East Riding.
9 March 1917

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries stating that in view of the difficulties experienced in satisfactorily utilising the services of Combatant Prisoners of War under the conditions laid down by the War Office, it had been decided to abandon the proposal that prisoners should be employed in agriculture. 

1918

31 January 1918

The Sub-Committee have received a Memorandum and Scheme from the Food Production Department with reference to the employment of German Prisoners as ploughmen.

The Government has decided that a large number of German prisoners, selected as being skilled ploughmen, shall be sent to this Country immediately, to assist in the ploughing and subsequent cultivation of the additional land to be cropped for the 1918 Harvest. 

In order that these prisoners may be employed without delay groups of from 30 to 40 men will be sent out to four or five selected places in each County, and made available to assist with ploughing and other operations within a radius of 5 miles from each Centre

The groups of prisoners will be housed in suitable Depots selected by the Food Production Department and approved by the War Office

The premises for housing the prisoners will be acquired and adapted by the War Office, who will be responsible for the control, feeding, etc., of the prisoners. 

The prisoners will be guarded whilst at the Depot, but during the day they will be sent out without guards, in gangs of 4 or 5, to work under the supervision of an English soldier ploughman, who will act as gang Foreman, with teams of horses supplied by the Food Production Department, or singly, to farmers in the locality who are short of ploughmen, provided convenient arrangements can be made for handing over the prisoners each day to the farmers, and for their return to the Depot before dark. In such cases, farmers will be made responsible for the safe custody and control of the prisoners during the day, and will be required to pay the Executive Committee for their labour at the rate of 5 1/2d per hour

The Executive Committee will be responsible for organising the work undertaken by gang teams, and will be responsible for the proper care and condition of the horses working with these gangs.  

24 May 1918

The Sub-Committee recommend that Mr. Cawood be authorized to make the necessary arrangements for a camp to be established for the accommodation of forty German Prisoners of War to be employed on Drainage Work in the neighbourhood of the Bishopsoil Drains and the Market Weighton Canal. The Sub-Committee and the Executive Officer be authorized to purchase the necessary Boots and Drainage Tools for the use of these men 

7 June 1918

Letter received from the Secretary of the Beverley Branch of the National Farmers Union, requesting that arrangements be made for about 40 German Prisoners to be stationed at South Dalton Camp and elsewhere for agricultural work in the district.

The Sub-Committee recommend that an application be made to the Food Production Department for Depots for German Prisoner ploughmen to be established at South Dalton Camp or Kilnwick Hall, Driffield, Skirlaugh, Winestead or Wyton, Weaverthorpe, North Frodingham, Sherburn and Pocklington.

4 July 1918

The Sub-Committee have received a letter and Scheme from the Food Production Department with reference to the employment of German prisoners of war on harvest work...Each migratory gang will consist of ten prisoners and two guards, and will be available to meet the requirements of those districts not served by any existing prisoner of war working camps. 

The Committee are to select and secure accommodation for each gang at the fixed price of 3d. Per head per night (to include a sufficient supply of good water). Where such accommodation cannot be secured, a suitable site for the erection of one or two tents must be procured at a cost not exceeding 1d. Per head, per night. 

The Committee must appoint a local representative for each migratory camp, who will be responsible for allocating the prisoners amongst the farmers requiring them, and will also deal with any minor complaints. 

The following charges:
- Whilst employed on hay harvesting – 4/6 per day of 10 hours (excluding meal times)
- Corn or potato harvesting – 5/6 - 6/6 per day of 10 hours (excluding meal times)
When employed on haysel or corn harvest, overtime to be charged at 8d. Per hour. 

Farmers employing prisoners will be responsible for their safe custody from the time of their leaving the Camp in the morning until their return at night

In the case of counties in the Northern Command, no migratory gangs will be allowed within 10 miles of the coast without the special sanction of the Command. 

The Sub-Committee recommend that an application be made for 300 prisoners to be station at centres to be approved by the District Sub-Committees 

1 August 1918

The Sub-Committee recommend that an application be made for German prisoners for harvest work, to be stationed at:
- South Dalton Camp – 20 prisoners
- Millington Camp – 50
- North Frodingham – 20
- Weaverthorpe – 20
- East Bank Farm, Patrington – 50
- Howden Workhouse – 10
- Luttons Ambo – 10.
The Food Production Department states that members of the Women’s Land Army should not work on the same farm as prisoners. 

12 September 1918

The Sub-Committee report that gangs, each consisting of 10 German prisoners and 2 guards have been employed for harvest work at Watton Carrs, Watton Abbey, Cottam House, Cowlam, Thixendale, Howden and Skipwith.

Applications have also been made for gangs to be sent to work at North Hall, Gilberdyke, Faxfleet Hall, Blacktoft and Street Houses, Full Sutton

26 September 1918

The Sub-Committee recommend that the charge for prisoner labour for the potato harvest in the East Riding be fixed at 6s. per day of 10 hours 

The Sub-Committee have received a letter from the War Office requesting that every endeavour should be made to present any communication whatever between prisoners of war and women land workers

One complaint received with reference to a gang of prisoners employed at Howden, has been investigated, and the necessary instructions given

10 October 1918

Applications have been made for Migratory Gangs of German Prisoners to be sent to work at the following places:
- 4 gangs – Castle Farm, Holme on Spalding Moor
- 2 gangs – Tollingham, Holme on Spalding Moor
- 5 gangs – Yokefleet 
etc

The Sub-Committee have received a letter from the Commandant of the Prisoner of War Camp at Catterick stating that owing to a temporary shortage of prisoners he is not able to supply Prisoners of War for additional gangs. The usual applications are to be made and the Commandant hopes in a short time to be able to supply the prisoners required 

As the prisoners employed in the East Riding are all from the Catterick Camp they must be returned immediately at the conclusion of harvest. 

24 October 1918

Applications for Gangs of German Prisoners to be sent to work, Yokefleet, Olympia Farm (Barlby), Naburn, Holme on Spalding Moor, Market Weighton, Wholsea, Barmby Moor, North Cliffe, Fulford, Ellerton, Riccall, Skipwith, Scoreby, Full Sutton, West Cottingwith. 

6 December 1918

The Sub-Committee report that applications have been made for German Prisoners to be sent for work at Wheldrake, Sledmere, and Sancton. With reference to the gangs required at Wheldrake for cleaning water courses and clearing ground for planting, and at Sledmere for tree planting, the Northern Command state that Prisoners of War in Migratory Gangs are not available for this class of work, and suggest that applications should be made the establishment of Prisoner of War Agricultural Groups in the District. 

1919

21 February 1919

The Sub-Committee have considered a letter and telegram received from the Food Production Department with reference to a complaint that unemployment exists in the Pocklington District owing to the employment of German prisoners.
21 March 1919

The Sub-Committee report that enquiries have been made with reference to the complaint that unemployment exists in the Pocklington District, owing to the employment of German Prisoners. It appears that the people unemployed are casual workers (both men and women) working under a ganger. The results of the enquiries were forwarded to the Food Production Department, who have requested the Northern Command to have the two Migratory Gangs working at Catton Park and Fangfoss withdrawn. 

The Sub-Committee have received a letter from the Commandant of the Prisoner of War Camp at Catterick, stating that he has been instructed by the War Office to inform that Committee that where Prisoners of War are employed on Migratory Gangs, an application must be made by the Committee to the local Employment Exchange to ascertain if civilian labour is now available. If civilian labour is available, the Prisoners of War must be withdrawn immediately. 
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