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Description automatically generated][image: ] Read this document by Oswald Pohl, a senior SS administrator of concentration and extermination camps, and then answer these questions. 
His statement was given as part of the Nuremburg War Crimes tribunal.

Q1) Who does Pohl blame for the programme to exterminate the Jews at Auschwitz?
Q2) Do you entirely trust his account?
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OFFICE OF CHIEF OF COUNSEL FOR WAR CRIMES
TRANSIATION OF DOCUMENT No. NO-2618

ARING LA VDT

I, Oswald POHL, haying been instructed and had my attention drawn
to the fact that my voluntary statement may at any time be us ed against
me or other defendants before the Military Tribunal, swear, depose and
state as follows:

The program for the extermination of Jews in Auschwitz was,
as declared by HIMMIER in Posen in November 19);3, formulated by
HIMMIER and HITIER. I am convinced that HIMMIER was authorized to
publish the necessary executive orders and entrusted HOESS with the
carrying out of this taske

2,  Although HOESS was my subordinate from March/April 192, he
had no orders from me concerning the Auschwitz extermination programe

3, During my visit to Auschwitz in the summer of 19lili, on the
way to the agricultural working sites, I saw that a transport train
whluh had apparently just arrived, was being unloaded.  BEER, the

amp commandant, an Ob(,rc*tumbannfuc,hrcr, vho was accompanying me,
declarod that it consisted of Fungarian Jews. is I drove on I
noticed that SS members were leading the prisoners forward in the
direction of the ’oraln, where the extermination installations were,
and apparently the prisoners werc scparated - to allappearances
according to whether they were able or unable to work. did not see

troops march from the unloading point to the extermination

installations. In my estimation the transport numbered about 500

mene not stop at the place and did not get out of the car, but
was onlv ab](, to make these observations while drivinge.

lis The transport deseribed above included a number of children,
It is quite possible that these transports werc under EICHMANN'g
management. I do not know whether the children making up these
transports werc cxterminated or nots
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5. In March 1945 HOMIER ordered GLUECKS and myself to report
to hime He commissioned me to visit every camp commandant and to
pass on the order that no more Jews werc to be exterminated and those
who were still alive werc to be well-trcateds

I have read the above affidavit in the German language consisting
of (2) two pages and declarc that it is truc and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belicf, I was given the opportunity to make
alterations and corrections in the above affidavit. This affidavit
was given by me freely and voluntarily without any promisc of reward
and I was subjcct to no compulsion or durcss of any kind.

Signed: Oswald Pohl
Nuremberg, Germeny, 31 March 1947

efore me, Erik J, Ortmann, AGO A L2 713, Interrogator,
Evidence Division, Office of Chief of Counscl for War Crimes,
appeared Oswald POHL, to me knrmn, who 1n my presence signed the
forcgoing stﬂtcncnt (T‘ desstattliche \g) consisting of 2 pages
in the German language and swore that the samc was true on the 31st
day of March 1947 in Nurnberg, Germany.

Signed: Erik J, Ortmann
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