HOW TO MAKE FELT
What you will need:

1. Wool slivers, also called roving, in a variety of colours.  (This is wool that has not been spun into yarn.)
2. Large bamboo table mat 

3. Bubble wrap
4. Soap flakes

4. Warm water

6. Jug that will hold warm water

7. Balloon whisk

8. Protective gloves

9. Clean bin liners.

10 Scissors

Preparing to felt:

· Find a flat surface to work on.  Cover it with the clean bin liners and lay the bamboo table mat on top of them.  

· Cut two pieces of bubble wrap twice the size of the piece of felt you are going to make.  Lay one on top of the bamboo table mat, bubble side upwards, and keep the other one handy.
· Select the wool sliver you are going to use and cut a length 4 – 5 inches long.

· Making sure that your wool sliver is completely unrolled and not twisted, gently pull it apart so that you have lots of small lengths of wool.
· Lay all the lengths of wool vertically side by side in a line along the bottom edge of the bubble wrap.  Cut further lengths from the wool sliver and pull apart as you need them.
· Start a new row of lengths above the first one, overlapping with the row below by about one centimetre.  Carry on until you’ve covered the bubble wrap.
· Lay a second layer of rows of lengths of wool horizontally across the first layer.  Carry on until your first layer is completely covered, again overlapping the rows by around one centimetre.
· These two stages can be repeated several times until you achieve something which looks like a woolly mat. You can achieve good results by using a variety of colours in your last layer to form patterns.
Felting: 
· Fill your jug with warm water and sprinkle a small amount of soap flakes into it.  Dissolve the soap flakes in the water by beating with the balloon whisk.
· Gently trickle the warm, soapy water over the woolly mat until it is damp all over but not soaked. 

· Lay the second piece of bubble wrap over the damp wool, bubble side down.

· Wearing protective gloves gently pour a very small amount of the soapy water onto the bubble wrap to make it slippery.  Rub and massage all over the top of the bubble wrap using circular motions.
· When you have been doing this for about five minutes, carefully lift the edge of the bamboo mat and roll the whole “wool sandwich” up in it.  Roll it back and forth for a minute or two, squeezing as you go.
· Repeat these two stages – massaging the bubble wrap and rolling the “wool sandwich” – two or three times until your pile of wool has felted together.  You’ll need to pour a very small amount of soapy water on to the top of the bubble wrap every time you are going to massage it. 

· Take your piece of felt and squeeze it out over your jug.

· If you want to make your felt tougher you can roll it and squash it or even stamp on it!

· Rinse your felt thoroughly in cool water, squeeze out and lay flat to dry. Once it is dry it will then be ready to use.
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